
Village of Malcolm
137 East 2nd Street, PO Box 228

Malcolm, Nebraska 68402
(402) 796-2250

Water Rate Update Effective June 1, 2026

The Malcolm Board of Trustees would like to inform residents and businesses that water rates will 
increase beginning June 1, 2026. This decision was made after careful review of a comprehensive Water 
Rate Study and discussions by the Village Board. The full Water Rate Study and the newly adopted rate 
schedule will be attached to this newsletter so the community can review the information in detail.

Over the past several years, the Village’s water utility has experienced significant financial losses. The 
Water Rate Study clearly shows a trend of declining revenue and rising operational costs across the last 
five fiscal years, with the last three years shown in the study provided. Because the water system operates 
as a self-supporting enterprise fund, the cost of providing water service must be covered by water system 
revenues rather than property taxes. When revenues fall short of expenses, it becomes difficult to maintain
reliable service, perform repairs, replace equipment, meet regulatory requirements, and plan for future 
infrastructure improvements. Without action, the Village would continue to fall behind on necessary 
system investments.

The Water Rate Study reviewed the revenue losses from the last three fiscal years, evaluated the current 
water rate structure, examined projected future operating and maintenance costs, and provided 
recommended rate adjustments to stabilize the water utility fund. The study concluded that the existing 
rates no longer generate enough revenue to support the water system at the level required to provide safe 
and reliable service to the community.

The Village Board carefully evaluated the study and considered several key priorities when making its 
decision. The Board’s primary goal was to stop ongoing financial losses and stabilize the water utility 
fund so it can cover operating expenses moving forward. Another important priority was protecting long-
term infrastructure, as water systems require ongoing maintenance and proactive investment to avoid 
larger, more sudden increases in the future caused by deferred maintenance or emergency repairs. The 
Board also worked to balance affordability and sustainability by reviewing the current rates, the 
recommended rates from the study, and several potential rate scenarios before selecting the final structure.

At the April 20, 2026 Village Board meeting, the Board officially approved the new water rates. The 
attached Water Rate Study and rate schedule allow residents to review the financial losses from the past 
three years and compare the current rates, the recommended rates, and the adopted rates that will take 
effect. These changes are necessary to ensure the Village can continue providing safe, reliable water 
service now and into the future.

The Village Board understands that rate increases impact households and businesses, and this decision 
was not made lightly. However, it is a necessary step to maintain the integrity and reliability of Malcolm’s
water system for years to come. Residents with questions are encouraged to contact the Village Hall or 
attend an upcoming Village Board meeting on May 5, 2026. The Board appreciates the community’s 
understanding and continued support.

Sincerely,

Village of Malcolm Board of Trustees



End Use Category
Effective June 1, 2026. Effective June 1, 2027. Effective June 1, 2028. Effective June 1, 2029. Effective June 1, 2030.

Single-Family Residence $45.25 $47.51 $49.89 $52.38 $55.00
School(s) $135.00 $141.75 $148.84 $156.28 $164.09
Multi-Family; Building Owner $100.00 $105.00 $110.25 $115.76 $121.55
Multi-Family; Unit Maintenance Line $30.00 $31.50 $33.08 $34.73 $36.47
Commercial, Industrial, Religious, or SF Residence Outside of Village $67.75 $71.14 $74.69 $78.43 $82.35

Inside Village Limits
Effective June 1, 2026. Effective June 1, 2027. Effective June 1, 2028. Effective June 1, 2029. Effective June 1, 2030.

0 - 5,000 Gallons $5.75 $6.04 $6.34 $6.66 $6.99
5,001 - 10,000 Gallons $9.00 $9.45 $9.92 $10.42 $10.94
10,001+ Gallons $11.50 $12.08 $12.68 $13.31 $13.98

Outside Village Limits

0 - 5,000 Gallons $7.18 $7.54 $7.92 $8.31 $8.73
5,001 - 10,000 Gallons $13.87 $14.56 $15.29 $16.06 $16.86
10,001+ Gallons $16.35 $17.17 $18.03 $18.93 $19.87

Special Categories
Effective June 1, 2026. Effective June 1, 2027. Effective June 1, 2028. Effective June 1, 2029. Effective June 1, 2030.

Industrial Users, 10,000+ Gal/Mo $23.25 $24.41 $25.63 $26.91 $28.26

Bulk Water Rate (Weekly Service Charge) $100.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00 $100.00
Bulk Water Rate $23.25 $24.41 $25.63 $26.91 $28.26

The Industrial User and Bulk Water Rates are each per thousand gallons.

Water Maintenance Line Fees will be charged to all residential, school, commercial, industrial, and religious properties connected to the Village water system, inside or outside the Village, regardless of water 
service status.

Usage Fee

Water service ranges inside or outside Village limits are per thousand gallons, including any part within the appropriate range. For example, a July 1, 2026 service charge for 15,000 gallons inside village 
limits would total $131.25: $28.75 for 0 - 5,000 gallons; $45.00 for 5,001 - 10,000 gallons; and $57.50 for 10,001-15,000 gallons.

Monthly Fee

EXHIBIT A
Water Maintenance Line Fee: Monthly Rate Schedule

EXHIBIT B
Water Service Charge Schedule

Usage Fee








